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Western Cape Government:               22 July 2020 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

1 Dorp Street 

Cape Town  

8001  

 

 

Attention: Rainer Chambeau 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN FOR THE PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ON A 

PORTION OF FARM 920, SIR LOWRY’S PASS VILLAGE, SOMERSET WEST 

 

Dear Rainer 

 

The proposed housing development on a portion of Farm 920 in Sir Lowry’s Pass Village, for which 

the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP) provided comment 

on a Notice of Intent on 20 July 2020, has reference (DEA&DP Ref: 16/3/3/6/7/1/A3/54/2101/20). 

 

The City of Cape Town, the proponent, wishes to develop subsidised housing on a portion of Farm 

920, herein referred to as ‘’the site”. The site is situated approximately 400 metres north of the N2 

Freeway and approximately 80 metres south of the Old Sir Lowry’s Pass Road. Immediately east of 

the site is the suburb of Sir Lowry’s Pass Village. A railway line runs along the site’s northern edge 

and vacant land abuts the site to the south. Please see the locality map on page 4.  

 

The proposed development entails the construction of approximately 600 to 650 residential units, 

whereby it aims to assist in meeting the need for low-cost housing in Sir Lowry’s Pass Village. It 

includes a variety of Break New Ground housing typologies that focus on delivering housing at scale 

to ensure that housing development results in the creation of sustainable, efficient and equitable 

human settlements. The development is proposed to occur on the northern portion of Farm 920, with 

the remainder of the property being set aside as public open space and with the portion adjacent to 

the Sir Lowry’s Pass River being conserved for its wetland status.  

 

Listed Activities 12, 19 and 28 of Listing Notice 1 (GNR 983) apply to the proposed development. 

While there is only one site alternative for the development, two layout alternatives have been 

formulated. The differences between these layout alternatives are described below:  
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Alternative 1 

 

The first alternative consists of 604 residential units with standard land portion dimensions of 6 x 

12.5 m and areas of 75 m2. The primary difference between the first and second alternatives is with 

regards to the freshwater resources on the site. Alternative 1 does not propose the construction of 

residential units on the area where the man-made dam is currently situated at the centre of the site. 

Instead, it proposes to redress the historical loss of seep conditions, by spreading flows from the 

spring area through slow percolation downslope, towards the floodplain wetlands. As such, it 

comprises fewer residential portions than Alternative 2.  

 

Alternative 2  

 

The second alternative consists of 663 residential units with standard land portion dimensions of 6 x 

12.5 m and areas of 75 m2. Unlike the first alternative, Alternative 2 proposes the construction of 

residential units over the area of the man-made dam. In order to do so, it proposes to identify the 

spring outlet point, and capture and convey this water to a point lower down on the site (by pipe or  

channel).  

 

The Environmental Partnership, the appointed EAPs for this project, would like to commence with 

the pre-application Public Participation Process on the draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR). In 

compliance with the COVID-19 Directions in Government Notice No. 650 published on 05 June 2020, 

a Public Participation Plan is hereby submitted to DEA&DP, detailing the public participation steps 

proposed for the public participation processes. This plan details that, as stated in the Directions, 

participation by identified Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) will be “facilitated in such a manner 

that all potential I&APs are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment”. The public 

participation process that will be undertaken for the draft BAR will satisfy the requirements of Section 

41 of the NEMA: EIA Regulations of 2014, as amended. The following will be undertaken: 

 

The draft BAR will be made available for comment and the following will be undertaken: 

 

• A media notice will be published in two local newspapers, the Helderberg Gazette (in 

Afrikaans) and the District Mail (in English) 

• Site notices will be placed in conspicuous locations around the site 

• An electronic copy of the draft BAR will be placed on The Environmental Partnership’s 

website (www.enviropart.co.za) 

• The information sheet (summary of the BAR) will be distributed to identified key Interested 

and Affected Parties (I&APs) via email or post. 

• The Information Sheet will also be delivered to the following entities: 

o Occupiers of the site 

o Directly adjacent landowners  

o Key I&APs 

▪ The Ward Councillor for Ward 84: Mr Stuart Pringle  

▪ Any Community Organisations such as a Ratepayers Association in the area 

 

http://www.enviropart.co.za/
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• The draft BAR will be distributed to the relevant Organs of State via email (with a link for 

larger files, if necessary), as listed in the Notice of Intent submitted to the Department on  

10 July 2020: 

o Western Cape Government: Department of Environmental Affairs and Development 

Planning (the competent authority) 

o City of Cape Town: Environmental and Heritage Management (the municipality) 

o Department of Water and Sanitation 

o Western Cape Government: Department of Agriculture 

o CapeNature 

o Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (PRASA) (due to the railway line adjacent to 

the property to the north) 

 

Due to the Covid-10 pandemic, the Sir Lowry’s Pass Village Public Library was closed at the time of 

compilation of this Public Participation Plan. Thus, unless the library opens before the start of the 

commenting period, a physical copy of the draft BAR cannot be placed in the library. Furthermore, a 

public meeting cannot be held due to the need for social distancing. In light of this, the following 

additional measures will also be undertaken to augment the Regulation 41 requirements and to 

ensure that all identified I&APs have an equal opportunity to be informed about and to comment on 

the proposed development: 

 

• An opportunity to comment via WhatsApp Messaging Service will be availed as an additional 

method of communication 

• The Ward Councillor for Ward 84 will place the media notice on the Facebook pages and 

WhatsApp groups of the area to assist in spreading the word (the media notice will direct 

I&APs to The Environmental Partnership’s website for more information) 

• In addition to the draft BAR, the information sheet will also be made available on the website 

as a second download option which is concise yet comprehensive 

 

As per the COVID-19 Directions of 05 June 2020, the commenting timeframe will be 30-days. The 

draft BAR will be made available for comment from 31 July 2020 to 31 August 2020. All comments 

and concerns raised by potential I&APs in this commenting period will be addressed by the EAP and 

project team. A Comments and Responses Table will be compiled to document all comments 

received. 

We look forward to your response. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Alma Küspert 
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