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Attention: Carmen du Toit 

 

COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ON FARM 920, SIR LOWRY'S PASS 

VILLAGE, SOMERSET WEST 

 

The Directorate: Pollution and Chemicals Management (D: PCM) evaluated the Draft Basic 

Assessment Report (DBAR) for the proposed development, focusing on the potential environmental 

and pollution impacts. While the D: PCM supports the development and creation of subsidised and 

low-cost housing opportunities, the following comments must be considered and addressed in the 

final report: 

 

1. The City of Cape Town has provided an indication that sufficient capacity is available at the 

Macassar Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) after it has been upgraded and that at the 

time of completion of this development, sufficient capacity will be available. The BAR deals with 

the provision of bulk infrastructure, however, the following is noted:  

1.1. Section H of the BAR limits the impacts of this proposed development to onsite requirements 

and does not adequately assess the downstream implications.  

1.2. Is the current sewer and stormwater reticulation network able to manage the additional 

loads from this development?  

1.3. Currently all the sewage effluent from Somerset West passes through the Faure Rd Pump 

station, which is currently not managing with existing loads, and is already causing overflows 

and pollution incidents in the Gordons Bay area. This has been a long-standing issue with the 

matter already being raised as a problem in the preceding 10 years. To place an additional 

load on this pump station is potentially disastrous and consequently, it is recommended that 

this matter is addressed prior to approval of the proposed development.  

1.4. Please include the pump station capacity as part of this proposal. 
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1.5. In terms of bringing the sewage outflow of this development in line with the WWTW capacity, 

a phased approach is being considered. How is this going to be managed? Will all the 

houses be developed and only a few brought on line at a time, or will they be built as 

capacity is created at the WWTW? This second scenario does not appear feasible given that 

the “start - stop” nature of construction will likely increase construction costs. Please provide 

an explanation for what is termed as a “phased approach”, in this context, that is logically 

and practicably implementable. 

 

2. In terms of the preferred option and the alternative, it is indicated that 41-43% of the area will be 

left as an environmental conservation area. How will this area be managed in terms of preventing 

the encroachment of informal housing structures, as the area is under pressure for residential 

opportunities? 

 

3. In terms of Activity 19 of Listing Notice 1, which forms part of this application, will a Maintenance 

Management Plan be developed for this section of the river (that forms part of the area 

boundary) to ensure that effective future impacts from this development are properly managed, 

especially considering that a section of the site is below the 1:100 year flood line? 

 

4. The Sir Lowry's Pass River has been mentioned as one of the site boundaries. Although it has been 

stated that the possibility of backyard dwellers will be averted at all costs, it must be ensured that 

this water body is not impacted by this development, including the illegal dumping of solid waste. 

 

5. The construction of the storm water system must factor in the slope (gradient) of paved surfaces. 

According to the DBAR, much of the storm water will be returned to the seeps and natural water 

absorption areas. Where will the additional overflow from these systems be discharged, will it be 

to the surrounding rivers and watercourses in this area? The D: PCM would request an opportunity 

to evaluate the final storm water layout for this development including the proposed discharge 

points in the area. 

 

6. The site on which the development is proposed has a natural spring. Various options of managing 

the spring have been mentioned in terms of the alternatives presented. With respect to the 

freshwater study, the volumes and flow strength of this spring is not known. This study also states 

that this spring is likely to be a significant water source and has high rehabilitation potential. These 

uncertainties must be clarified (including determining water quality) and a proper approach 

must be adopted in preserving the spring, in order to ensure that this potential water resource 

does not end up as storm water or diverted into the wastewater streams. It is crucial that the D: 

PCM provides comment on this specific aspect in the final report. 
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Kindly be informed that the D: PCM reserves the right to review the comments herewith provided 

should additional information become available.  

 

Should clarity be required on the above, please contact Mr. Russell Mehl 

(Russell.Mehl@westerncape.gov.za). 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

________________________ 

Ms. Wilna Kloppers 

Director: Pollution and Chemicals Management 

Date: 18 September 2020 

 

CC: Mr Rainer Chambeau (DEA&DP: Directorate – Development Management (Region 1)) 

        Email: Rainer.Chambeau@westerncape.gov.za  
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