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5 November 2020

DEA&DP
c/o GIBB

Dear Sir / Madam 

SIR LOWRY’S PASS VILLAGE FARM 920 – COMMENT ON FINDINGS OF 2014 PHASE 1 REPORT

In response to the queries regarding the presence of the groundwater table and validity of the findings of
the geotechnical investigation for Farm 920 conducted in September 2014 (Project 149-14), the 
following can be noted:

1. Unless additional earthworks, development or farming activities (capable of disturbing the soil profile)
have been carried out since the time of the Phase 1 Geotechnical Investigation, the general soil 
profile, as indicated in the geotechnical report, is unlikely to have changed.

2. The Phase 1 Geotechnical Investigation was conducted at the start of the spring period, after a 
relatively wet winter in 2014. During this investigation, a perched water table was generally 
encountered close to the upper contact of the residual clayey soils and the alluvial clayey and silty 
soils, within 0.5m to 1.6m of surface. Some ponding of water at surface was also observed in certain 
areas, especially closer to the river in the south of the site. 
According to the standard specifications of the National Housing Code for Project Linked Greenfield 
Subsidy Housing Projects (Standard Specification GFSH-2), this would classify as Category 1 Seepage 
in terms of subsidy variations.
The wet winter of 2014 was followed by an almost 5 year period of much lower rainfall, resulting in 
the drought crisis in the Western Cape during that period. However, although still not as high as in 
2014, the rainfall recorded for winter 2020 is much higher than the previous 5 years winter rainfall.
It is therefore expected that although in the past 3 or 4 years the perched water table levels may not 
have risen to the levels that they were encountered at during the investigation in 2014, they are 
expected to be at, or very close to those levels, following the recent wet winter period. Thus the 
resulting classification in terms of groundwater category is unlikely to change. The only way to 
confirm this would however be by doing additional test holes in selected areas where a shallow 
perched water table would be most problematic.
It is important to note however that a perched water table is also expected to fluctuate seasonally, 
being at its highest level towards the end of the wet winter period and at the lowest level towards the
end of the dry summer. The only way to determine the degree of fluctuation, especially during the 
dry summer period, would also be to conduct a soil investigation during this dry period. 

3. In summary, the findings and recommendations provided in the Phase 1 Geotechnical report are 
essentially expected to remain valid. In accordance with the GFSH-2 specifications however, a 
Phase 2 Geotechnical Investigation is required and recommended. This investigation is normally 
carried out during the installation of site bulk services and its purpose is to confirm the findings and 
recommendations provided in the Phase 1 Geotechnical Report. 

We are happy to discuss any further queries in this regard.
Kind regards

Eugene Laubscher


