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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

This Dust Management Plan (DMP) forms part of documentation in supports of an Environmental 

Basic Assessment Process for the proposed Housing Development on Farm 920/RE, Sir Lowry’s 

Pass Village, Somerset West. The legislative framework underpinning this DMP is the following: 

 

• City of Cape Town Air Quality Management By-Law, PG 7662 of 17 August 2016 

• National Dust Control, Regulation 827 dated 01 November 2013 

• National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act 39 of 2004 (NEM: AQA) as amended 

 

This DMP identifies potential sources of dust, the best practicable measures to mitigate dust emission, 

the implementation schedule of dust control measures, the line management responsible for the 

implementation, incorporating the dust fallout monitoring plan, and establishes a register for recording 

complaints. 

 

2. SOURCES OF DUST 

 

The site for the proposed development is located approximately 400 metres north of the N2 Freeway 

and approximately 80 metres south of the Old Sir Lowry’s Pass Road. An approved road reserve for 

the future Bloubos Road is located in a north south direction on the western portion of the site. 

Immediately east of the site is the suburb of Sir Lowry’s Pass Village. A railway line is located along 

the northern edge of the site and the Sir Lowry's Pass River runs along the site's southern boundary.  

 

Potential sources of dust will include:   

 

• Vehicles moving in and out of the site 

• Vehicles travelling on unsurfaced roads 

• Moving and handling of stockpiles 

• Strong winds and dry weather 

• Clearing of vegetation 

 

3. REASONABLE MEASURES TO PREVENT AIR POLLUTION 

 

The City of Cape Town Air Quality Management By-Law of 2016 stipulates the general duty of care 

which is applicable to all and in accordance with which reasonable measures must be taken to prevent 

air pollution. The following has been extracted from Section 4(1) of the By-Law: 

 

4. (1) Any person who is wholly or partially responsible for causing air pollution or creating a risk of air pollution 

occurring must take all reasonable measures including the best practicable environmental option– 

 

 (a) to prevent any potential significant air pollution from occurring; and 

(b) to mitigate and, as far as reasonably possible, remedy the environmental impacts and consequences 

of any air pollution that has occurred. 
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4. BEST PRACTICABLE MEASURES TO MITIGATE DUST EMISSION 

 

The following mitigation measures are to be implemented to manage and mitigate against dust 

emissions: 

 

4.1 Vehicles moving in and out of the site 

 

• All vehicles transporting material that can be blown off (e.g. soil, rubble, etc.) must be covered 

with a tarpaulin, and speed limits of 20km/h must be adhered to. 

• Excessive dust conditions must be reported to the ECO. 

• Unnecessary movement of construction vehicles must be avoided.  

 

4.2 Vehicles travelling on unsurfaced roads 

 

• Vehicles travelling on unsurfaced roads must travel at a speed that creates minimal dust 

entrainment. 

 

4.3 Moving and handling of stockpiles 

 

• Exposed soil stockpiles shall be covered, kept damp or protected using organic binding agents 

or alternative techniques that are not water intensive. 

 

4.4 Strong Winds and Dry Weather 

 

• The construction camp must be watered during dry and windy conditions to control dust fallout. 

 

4.5 General mitigation measures include: 

 

• The use of potable water is not permitted as a means of dust suppression, and alternative 

measures must be sourced. The use of ‘grey’ water can be investigated as an alternative. The 

contractor will be responsible to source this water and obtain the required approvals to utilise 

this water for the purpose of dust suppression. 

• Dust production must be controlled by regular watering of roads and works area, should the 

need arise. NB: Concrete dust is toxic and damages soil properties. Therefore, watering to 

prevent dust spread must not be done where concrete dust has fallen or it will infiltrate into 

the soil. Concrete bags must not be allowed to blow around the site and spread cement dust.  

• If large areas are to remain exposed for over a week, they should be straw stabilised and must 

be planted with indigenous grasses if construction activities do not commence within six weeks 

after the completion of bulk earthworks.  

• Clearing of vegetation should be phased to ensure that a minimum area of soil is exposed at 

any time to potential erosion. Vegetation should only be cleared if and where it is necessary.  

• Access roads should be established and constructed with suitable material to ensure that less 

dust is generated when used.  
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• All forms of dust pollution must be managed in terms of the National Environmental 

Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004). 

• Appropriate dust suppression methods must be applied including the use of water and Dustex 

for dust suppression.  

• Due to the close proximity of the adjacent residential areas, site screening methods must be 

implemented where practically possible to minimize the potential dust nuisance which may 

negatively impact on the receiving environment. 

 

5. METHOD STATEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

 

As per Section 2.4.2 of the approved Environmental Management Programme (EMPr), the contractors 

must provide and maintain a method statement for ‘Windblown Sand and Dust Control Measures’. 

The method statement must provide information on the proposed source of water to be utilised and 

the details of the licenses potentially acquired for such usage. Furthermore, the method statement 

must entail the following information: 

 

• Identify all possible sources of dust with the affected area. 

• Detail the best practicable measures to be undertaken to mitigate dust emissions. 

• Detail the implementation schedule. 

• Identify the line management responsible for the implementation. 

• Establish a register for recording all complaints received by the person regarding dustfall and 

recording follow-up actions and responses to the complaints. 

 

The method statement is to be reviewed and approved by the ECO before the commencement of the 

construction works. 

 

6. LINE MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 

As per Section 2.2.1 of the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr), the ultimate 

responsibility for the implementation of the EMPr lies with the Authorisation Holder. However, on the 

ground, it is the Lead Contractor whose responsibility it is to implement the EMPr. Since this Dust 

Management Plan forms part of the EMPr, it follows that the line management responsible for 

implementation of the Dust Management Plan is the Lead Contractor.  

 

The Lead Contractor shall ensure that all employees, Sub-Contractors, suppliers, etc. are fully aware 

of the environmental issues and requirements detailed in this Dust Management Plan (DMP). The 

ECO shall monitor the implementation of the requirements of the DMP. 
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7. INCORPORATING THE DUST FALLOUT MONITORING PLAN 

 

The dust produced from this development is expected to be typical of construction activity. The lead 

contractor will be responsible for monitoring and measuring the dust fallout from the proposed 

development.  

 

As per the comment from the City of Cape Town, Community Services and Health Directorate: Air 

Quality Management, the Dust Management Plan is required to be submitted to the Air Quality 

Management department for scrutiny and approval, prior to the commencement of any construction 

and/or operational activities.  

 

8. REGISTER FOR RECORDING ALL COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 

 

All complaints received relating to dust control will be included in a complaint register. The register 

will also record follow-up actions and responses to the complaints. This will be in similar form to 

incident reports which record the incident and provide feedback on the follow-up actions taken and 

the responses to the complaint. This register must be kept on site at all times and must be monitored 

and inspected by the ECO during environmental site inspections. 


