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1. Introduction 
 

The Department of Environmental Affairs promulgated regulations for the compulsory submission of a report 

based on the web-based Screening Tool when undertaking and submitting applications for environmental 

authorisation (GN960 of 2019). On 20 March 2020, Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria 

for Reporting on Identified Environmental Themes in terms of Section 24 (5) (a) and (h) and 44 of the 

National Environmental Management Act (107 of 1998) were published. These procedures prescribe the 

requirements for undertaking site sensitivity verification reports as well as describe the requirements for 

specialist input per environmental ‘theme’ in the Screening Tool.  

 

According to the abovementioned notice, the site sensitivity verification report must be recorded in the form 

a report that: 

 

a) Confirms or disputes the current use of the land and the environmental sensitivity as identified by the 

screening tool, such as a new development or infrastructure, the change in vegetation cover or status 

etc 

b) Contain motivation and evidence (eg. photographs) of either the verified or different use of the land and 

environmental sensitivity.  

c) Is submitted together with the relevant assessment report prepared in accordance with the requirements 

of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (EIA Regulations) 

 

This report will provide a verification for which themes will be further investigated and provide a motivation 

for those not requiring further investigation for the Proposed Infilling of Wetlands on Erf 29654 project. It must 

be noted that an environmental authorisation has already been granted for a housing development on the 

site. This site sensitivity verification report pertains only to the infilling of wetlands required for the 

implementation of the housing development which was not initially applied for and authorised.  

 

According to the Screening Tool Report generated (Regulation 16(1)(v) of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations 2014, as amended) for the proposed development, the following environmental 

sensitivities and/or constraints may exist on the site: 

 

• Agricultural Theme Sensitivity 

• Animal Species Theme Sensitivity 

• Aquatic Biodiversity Theme Sensitivity 

• Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Theme Sensitivity 

• Civil Aviation Theme Sensitivity 

• Relative Plant Species Theme Sensitivity 

• Relative Defence Theme Sensitivity 

• Relative Terrestrial Biodiversity Theme Sensitivity  
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2. Agricultural Theme Sensitivity  
 

The site for the proposed infilling of wetlands is identified in the screening tool report as having a medium 

agricultural sensitivity. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 

 

 
Figure 1: Map showing the agricultural sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling of wetlands 

 

The site for the proposed infilling is highly degraded as a result of illegal dumping, excavations, and trampling 

by pedestrians (See Appendix C of the BAR: Site Photographs). Furthermore, the area surrounding the site 

consists of formal and informal residential structures to the west (Faure Klipfontein is directly adjacent to the 

site on the western edge), Blue Down’s Municipal Swimming Pool to the east, and Fountain Village residential 

area to the north. As such, it is the assertion of this report that the agricultural theme for the site be disputed 

and the agricultural sensitivity thereof. We argue that the agricultural sensitivity of the site is very low as no 

agriculture is undertaken on the site and its surroundings. This site sensitivity verification report disputes the 

use of land as reflected in the map above as the area is not currently being utilised for agriculture.  
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3. Animal Species Theme Sensitivity 
 

The site for the proposed infilling of wetlands is identified in the screening tool report as having a medium 

animal species sensitivity. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 

 

 
Figure 2: Map showing the animal species sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling of wetlands 

 

According to the screening tool report, sensitive species including Conocephalus peringueyi, Pachysoma 

aesculaplus, and Circus ranivorus occur on the site and its surroundings.  

 

The site for the proposed infilling of wetlands is unlikely to support any faunal species as it is heavily degraded 

and transformed. Furthermore, given the botanical specialist’s comment that the site does not host any 

indigenous vegetation (See Appendix G2), the site is not likely to have any faunal species present. The faunal 

habitat will, in fact, likely be improved upon with the stormwater management system proposed, thereby 

ameliorating the habitat for other fauna as well. It is for this reason that we believe that a Terrestrial 

Biodiversity Specialist Assessment is not required. The impact on faunal species is positive in the operational 

phase, if anything. 
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4. Aquatic Biodiversity Theme Sensitivity 
 

The site for the proposed infilling of wetlands is identified in the screening tool report as having a low aquatic 

biodiversity sensitivity. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 

 

 
Figure 3: Map showing the aquatic biodiversity sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling 

 

This sensitivity was disputed by the findings of the freshwater specialist assessment which found that the 

wetland had moderate importance, particularly from a functional as opposed to biodiversity perspective. As 

such, the specialist findings are that the wetland is of medium to low significance as opposed to the low 

significance rating in the screening tool report. In light of this, an Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist Assessment 

was compiled per the protocol and forms part of the Basic Assessment Report as required in the General 

Notice 320 of 2020. 
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5. Relative Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Theme 
 

The site for the proposed infilling of wetlands is identified in the screening tool report as having a medium 

archaeological and cultural heritage combined sensitivity in the southern section of the site and no sensitivity 

in the rest of the site. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 

 

 
Figure 4:Map showing the archaeological and cultural heritage sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling 

 

A Notice of Intent to Develop (NID) was compiled and submitted to Heritage Western Cape during the initial 

application for environmental authorisation. Heritage Western Cape responded stating that no further 

assessments were required.   

 

Furthermore, the site on which the proposed development will occur is surrounded by urban development in 

the form of informal and formal structures west of the site, the Fountain Village residential area north of the 

site, and the Blue Downs Municipal Swimming Pool east of the site. As such, the site exists in an area that is 

highly urbanised with no buildings older than 60 years in its environs. For this reason, the medium sensitivity 

rating for heritage and cultural sensitivity of the site in the southern section of the site is disputed. It is our 

assertion that a Heritage/Cultural/Archaeological Impact Assessment will not be required.  
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6. Civil Aviation Theme Sensitivity 
 

The site for the proposed infillinf od wetlands is identified in the screening tool report as having a high Civil 

Aviation Theme sensitivity. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 

 

 
Figure 5: Map showing the civil aviation sensitivity of the site for the infilling of wetlands 

 

The following is also presented in the screening tool report with regards to the Civil Aviation Theme: 

 

 

 

Impacts on civil aviation are likely to arise from any development impacting on the radars utilised for directing 

air traffic as well as from a development having high structures that minimise or pose a threat to the air space. 

According to the table above, the site for the proposed infilling is located between 8 and 15km of other civil 

aviation aerodromes, within 15 km of a civil aviation radar, as well being located within 8 km of a major civil 

aviation aerodrome. 
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The proposed development will occur in an area that is already developed and as such will not interrupt any 

civil aviation radar activity. The development will also not entail the development of relatively high structures 

and/or buildings. Since the existing surrounding developments are at a higher or similar height to the 

proposed development, the impact of the development on aviation is low. Lastly, according to the South 

African Civil Aviation Technical Standards (139.01.30), any development which entails a structure higher 

than 45m within the 8km radius of an aerodrome should not be approved without the consent of the Director. 

Given that the proposed infilling of wetlands will not be for structures higher than 10m and will be outside the 

8 km radius of an aerodrome, the impact on civil aviation is considered to be negligible. As per the 

requirements in the protocols, a low sensitivity rating for civil aviation does not warrant any study or 

compliance statement. A compliance statement will, therefore, not be compiled for civil aviation.  
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7. Plant Species Theme Sensitivity and Terrestrial Biodiversity Theme 

Sensitivity 
 

The site for the proposed infilling of wetlands is identified in the screening tool report as having a medium 

plant species sensitivity. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 

 

 
Figure 6: Map showing the plant species sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling of wetlands 

 

The site for the proposed infilling is also identified in the screening tool report as having a very high terrestrial 

biodiversity sensitivity. Please see the extracted map below indicating this: 
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Figure 7: Map showing the terrestrial biodiversity sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling of wetlands 

 

The site for the proposed development is degraded and the ecological habitat is transformed. A comment 

was obtained from a botanical specialist (See Appendix G2) of the Basic Assessment Report) who confirmed 

that the site was highly degraded. Given this comment received we do not believe a botanical specialist 

assessment or compliance statement are required.  
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8. Defence Theme Sensitivity 
 

Since the sensitivity indicated in the Screening Tool Report for this theme is low, no further assessment is 

required. Please see the map below indicating the low sensitivity rating: 

 
Figure 8: Map showing the defence sensitivity of the site for the proposed infilling of wetlands.  

 

The site for the proposed infilling is located approximately 4.5 km from the South African Infantry Batallion 

Base. Since the housing on the site has been approved and this site sensitivity verification report is for the 

infilling of wetlands, it is our assertion that the sensitivity rating should be low as opposed to medium. The 

protocols stipulate that if a Defence Theme Sensitivity rating is low, no compliance statement is required. 

We, therefore, dispute the current medium rating and assert that no compliance statement should be 

compiled.  
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9. Conclusion 
 

The screening tool is a web-based national tool that identifies environmental themes that may be affected by 

a proposed development. The tool generates a report which indicates the level of sensitivity of environmental 

themes relevant to the proposed site and its environs. For the proposed infilling of wetlands, the screening 

tool identified several themes that ranged in sensitivity from low to very high. A concluding table has been 

compiled which lists these themes and the verification of the associated sensitivity:  

 

Environmental Theme 

and Sensitivity 

Sensitivity Verification Compliance Statement 

or Specialist 

Assessment 

Agricultural Theme 

Sensitivity 

High Low to Negligible Motivation given for why 

no specialist input has 

been obtained 

Animal Species Theme 

Sensitivity 

Medium Negligible Motivation given for why 

no specialist input has 

been obtained 

Aquatic Biodiversity 

Theme Sensitivity 

Low Medium Specialist Assessment 

Archaeological and 

Cultural Heritage Theme 

Sensitivity 

Medium in the 

southern section 

Negligible Motivation given for why 

no specialist input has 

been obtained – Heritage 

Western Cape has  

Civil Aviation Theme 

Sensitivity 

Very High Low Motivation given as to 

why no compliance 

statement has been 

provided 

Relative Plant Species 

Theme Sensitivity 

Medium Low Motivation given as to 

why no compliance 

statement has been 

provided 

Relative Defence Theme 

Sensitivity 

Medium Low No compliance statement 

required 

Relative Terrestrial 

Biodiversity Theme 

Sensitivity  

 

Very High Low Motivation given as to 

why no compliance 

statement has been 

provided 

 


