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Attention: Rainer Chambeau 

 

 

MOTIVATION FOR THE EXTENSION OF TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL BASIC 

ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ON FARM 920/RE, 

SIR LOWRY’S PASS VILLAGE, SOMERSET WEST (DEA&DP REF: 16/3/3/1/A3/54/2056/20). 

 

Dear Rainer 

 

Application for Environmental Authorisation for the above-mentioned project was submitted to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (‘the Department’) on 12 November 

2020. The acknowledgement of receipt issued by the Department on 23 November 2020 refers. 

 

Since the submission of the application, public participation has been undertaken in accordance with 

Chapter 6 of the 2014 National Environmental Management Act: Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations, as amended. The 30-day commenting period commenced on 13 November 2020 and 

closed on 14 December 2020. 

 

As per the above-mentioned correspondence from the Department dated 23 November 2020, the 

Final BAR must be submitted to the Department for decision by 04 March 2021. It was The 

Environmental Partnership’s intention to finalise the BAR upon completion of the 30-day commenting 

period in December 2020 so as to submit the Final BAR to the Department in February 2021. 

 

However, it was brought to the project team’s attention during the second PPP that an 

announcement had been made Human Settlements Minister Lindiwe Sisulu indicating that the 

government is changing the criteria from building top structures by government to allowing some 

beneficiaries to also construct their own houses. As this is a change to the scope of the project, it is 

necessary for the BAR to be revised accordingly and for another public participation process to be 

undertaken. 
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We intend to distribute the revised report for comment to the registered I&APs and Organs of State 

for a third iteration of public participation. In compliance with the COVID-19 Directions issued in 

terms of the Disaster Management Act on 09 September 2020, as well as DEA&DP Circular Number 

0001/2021 dated 06 January 2021, a Public Participation Plan is being submitted to your department 

as well. 

 

We request that more time be provided for this third public iteration to occur in line with Regulation 

3(7) of the EIA Regulations of 2014, as amended. This regulation does make provision for relevant 

prescribed timeframes to be extended in the event where exceptional circumstances can be 

demonstrated. The Environmental Partnership respectfully motivates that the significant change in 

the scope of the proposed housing development described above qualifies to be considered as 

‘exceptional circumstances’. As a result, it is requested that the Department extend the prescribed 

timeframe within which the Final Basic Assessment Report must be submitted to 30 June 2021. This 

request is being made to ensure that ample time is allowed to undertake another iteration of 

meaningful public participation so as to capture the opinions and concerns of interested and affected 

parties regarding the change in project scope.  

 

We trust you are in agreement with our motivation and await your response.  

 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Alma Peirson 

 


